
Maintain a photo/video inventory of  
your home for claims.

Assemble a Go-Bag with: 
• 3 days of food & water 

• Flashlight, radio, batteries 

• First aid kit & prescriptions 

• Pet supplies 

• N95 masks for smoke

Keep important documents (insurance, ID, 
deeds) in a fireproof/waterproof container.

Emergency Kit &  
Documentation

Share your plan with neighbors —  
join or start a Firewise USA® group.

Sign up for emergency alerts  
(local, NOAA, FEMA).

Review community evacuation routes and 
identify at least two escape paths.

Planning &  
Communication

Label and test emergency fuel storage tanks  
for generators, pumps, etc. 
 

Maintain additional water sources (pools, wells, 
ponds) and hoses that reach all areas.

Ensure tanks are: 
• Strategically placed for fire department access 

• Filled and ready with accessible hose connections 

• Clearly marked with capacity

Install a fire protection water tank (steel, 
fiberglass, or plastic rated for suppression).

Water Storage &  
Suppression Readiness

Maintain spark arrestors in chimneys and 
stovepipes.

Install fine mesh screens on vents, eaves, and 
crawl spaces.

Store firewood at least 100 ft from structures.

Replace flammable vegetation  
(e.g., junipers, pines) with fire-resistant plants.

Trim tree branches 6–10 ft from the ground and 
maintain space between crowns.

Remove leaves, pine needles, mulch, and 
flammable debris from roof, gutters, porches.

Create a defensible space of at least 30 ft  
(Zone 1); extend to 100+ ft if on slopes.

Home Hardening &  
Landscape Prep

Before Fire Season Starts
Before a Wildfire, or Fire Warning

Ultimate Wildfire &  
Fire Preparedness Checklist



Turn on exterior and interior lights  
to increase visibility in smoke.

Shut off gas and move propane away  
from buildings.

Close windows, doors, vents,  
and fireplace dampers.

Bring your Go-Bag, pets, and the Five Ps: People, 
Prescriptions, Papers, Personal needs, Priceless 
items.

Follow local evacuation orders immediately.

If Ordered to  
Evacuate

Keep a water source nearby to douse embers. 
 
 
 
 

Cover yourself with a wool blanket,  
stay low to avoid smoke.

Shelter in an interior room,  
away from windows and exterior walls.

Call 911 with your location.

If Trapped:

During a Wildfire or Fire Warning
Before a Wildfire, or Fire Warning

Ultimate Wildfire &  
Fire Preparedness Checklist

Print This Checklist For Your Emergency Ready Kit
Include it in your fireproof safe or emergency binder,  

alongside your family plan and contact info.



Print This Checklist For Your Emergency Ready Kit
Include it in your fireproof safe or emergency binder,  

alongside your family plan and contact info.

Watch for ash pits, weakened structures,  
and fallen power lines.

Wear protective gear: gloves, boots, masks.

Wait for official clearance before returning.

Safety Check

Contact your insurance agent  
and document all communications.

Take photos of damage before cleanup begins.

Insurance &  
Documentation

Sanitize all cookware and surfaces  
touched by ash or floodwater.

Discard food exposed to heat, smoke, or without 
refrigeration >4 hours.

Do not drink tap water until it’s declared safe.

Water &  
Food Safety

Reach out to support networks or the Disaster 
Distress Helpline (1-800-985-5990).

Monitor your family’s emotional health — 
especially children.

Emotional  
Recovery

After The Fire
Before a Wildfire, or Fire Warning

Ultimate Wildfire &  
Fire Preparedness Checklist


